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5. Haji Niajs and the Story of the King and Ay02

Leaving the Beloved to his divine contemplation, I
went to the hotel and there had a talk with Haji Niaz. I
knew him before my trip to America several years ago.
Through him I had received my first Tablet from the
Master and because of this I love him very much. In
fact everybody loves him. He is a veteran in the Cause.
He related in his rich language, the story of a king and
his ministers and courtiers.

Once upon a time the king went out to hunt with the
members of his Cabinet, the Diplomatic Corps, the offi-
cials of the Court and a large number of important per-
sonages, especially invited for this occasion. As the king
intended to stay in the country, he ordered the Master
of Ceremonies to take the Imperial Tent which was a
wonderful work of art. On important occasions he had
in past seasons caused the inner walls and ceiling of this
royal tent to be decorated with hundreds of precious jew-
els. This year also he asked the Minister of Finance to
take with him the casket of jewels. After many days
of preparation, the Imperial Caravan, which was more
than a mile long, set forth. The King headed the pro-
cession. After him came the Cabinet Ministers, the
Diplomatic Corps, the courtiers and the guests. They
had to travel six days before they could reach the hunt-
ing ground. After four days it so happened that the
horse carrying the box of jewels lagged at the end of the
Caravan. Three hours march, and the king looked
around, when to his apparent surprise, he found no one
with him except Ayaz, and observed the Caravan more
than a half mile away, surrounded with dust and great
confusion.

"What is this?" asked the king.

"Half an hour ago," Ayaz humbly and serenely an-